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Victims of criminal activities are always vulnerable which has had a detrimental influence on the efforts to combat crime. Fear is a significant factor considering that victims have different types of victims have different issues which influence their ability to report or talk about their cases. Some of these criminal activities are traumatic which are associated with withdrawn behavior among victims thus unable to report (Brooks & Burman, 2017). The help of victim advocate is crucial in defining essential aspects which can be adequately evaluated to attain the desired outcomes. Each victim situation is supposed to help understand essential elements which could help prevent similar occurrence when they talk about their situation and experiences. A victim advocate is expected to instill hope and courage among victims so that they can talk about their experiences which is crucial in the healing process. There are specific traits that are associated with being an effective victim advocate who can offer better emotional, psychological and social support to victims (Long, 2018).
Support is a key aspect of becoming a victim advocate. A victim advocate is expected to focus on the wellbeing of the victims based on critical evaluation of their situation and the impact of the criminal activity. A victim might be affected more either physically or mentally depending on the manner and the type of crime. The victim advocate is expected to evaluate the victim situation through an understanding of the victim situation (Patterson & Tringali, 2015).
Victim advocates should be courageous and able to handle adversities that come with handling these highly sensitive cases. The lives of victim advocates are significantly threatened with demands to drop the cases from highly influential individuals.  Victim advocates are required to ignore such threats and focusing on ensuring that their victims receive justice through successful evaluation of the case and the involved issues. Threats are common which means that there is a need to ensure there is better development under which better decisions can be made (Gaines & Wells, 2017).
Victim advocate should be guided by law and justice. There are many issues involved in victim situations which might distract investigators making it difficult to achieve the desired outcomes concerning finding justice for the victim. A victim advocate is required to focus on the legal aspects of the case while also taking into consideration the need to find justice for their clients (Brooks & Burman, 2017).
Victim advocates should be passionate about victims of crime. Being passionate is crucial considering the need to overcome significant challenges in improving the wellbeing of patients as well as ensuring that they receive justice through the court process. Victims situation are difficult which require a lot of expertise to ensure they understand victims s condition and implement better strategies which can help overcome emotional issues that a victim might be experiencing (Patterson & Tringali, 2015).
Victim advocates should be able to embrace diversity. Victims of crime come from different cultural backgrounds which mean that victim advocates must understand the specific things that they can consider in seeking to support victims. The underlying cultural values and principles are vital since they define the ability to integrate essential aspects which can make victims feel better. Victim advocates undergo training which is aimed at improving their ability to handle different cases (Long, 2018).
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